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and other chronic lung conditions will be ex-
acerbated by increased particulate matter 
and ground-level ozone in the atmosphere. 
Exposure to infectious disease from vectors 
such as ticks and mosquitoes, which carry 
the harmful Zika virus, has and will con-
tinue to escalate. 

Physicians, both individually and collec-
tively, are encouraged to advocate for cli-
mate change adaptation and mitigation poli-
cies and communicate about the health co- 
benefits of addressing climate change in ob-
jective, simple language to their community 
and policymakers. For its part, the Amer-
ican College of Physicians is committed to 
working with lawmakers, its international 
chapters and with other professional mem-
bership and public health organizations 
within the United States and globally to pur-
sue the policies recommended in its position 
paper. ACP is a founding member of the Med-
ical Society Consortium on Climate and 
Health, which brings together 22 medical as-
sociations representing approximately 
550,000 clinical practitioners. Just two days 
ago on Monday of this week, I joined my col-
leagues from the Consortium to educate 
members of Congress about how climate 
change affects health and the need to take 
action now. In addition, ACP was pleased to 
submit its perspective and recommendations 
on climate change to the House Resources 
Committee earlier this year. 

Your legislation represents a vital step in 
the fight against climate change, and in 
maintaining this nation’s role as a leader in 
combatting the harmful impact of climate 
change. H.R. 9 prohibits the use of funds to 
advance the withdrawal of the United States 
from the Paris Agreement and requires the 
President to develop and submit to the ap-
propriate congressional committees and 
make available to the public a plan for the 
United States to meet its nationally deter-
mined contribution under the Paris Agree-
ment. 

A global effort is required to reduce an-
thropogenic greenhouse gas emissions and 
address the health impact of climate change. 
The United States must commit to taking 
both a leadership and collaborative role in 
developing, implementing, and ensuring the 
success of such a global effort and in reduc-
ing its own contributions to greenhouse gas 
emissions. For this reason, ACP remains 
strongly opposed to the United States’ with-
drawal from the Paris Agreement. Climate 
change adaptation strategies must be estab-
lished, and mitigation measures, like switch-
ing to clean, renewable energy and pro-
moting active transportation, must be 
adopted. 

ACP looks forward to continuing to work 
with you in your leadership role on this crit-
ical issue. We stand ready to serve as a re-
source for you and other lawmakers in help-
ing to communicate the harmful impacts of 
climate change on the public’s health. 

Sincerely, 
ROBERT M. MCLEAN, MD, FACP, 

President. 
Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Chair, the people of the 

Northern Mariana Islands, whom I represent, 
are on the front line of climate change. In the 
past year, back-to-back typhoons struck our 
islands. Lives were lost. We suffered hundreds 
of millions in damage. 

No single weather event can be attributed to 
climate change. But science tells us that glob-
al warming means more frequent and more in-
tense storms of the kind that hit the Marianas. 

And we know the sudden increase in inten-
sity of one of those storms, Super Typhoon 
Yutu, just before landfall in the Marianas, is 
characteristic of a new normal caused by high-
er atmospheric temperatures and warmer 

ocean waters. We saw the same acceleration 
of force as Hurricane Michael came ashore in 
the Gulf last year. 

Today, Congress has an opportunity to act 
to slow climate change and reduce the disas-
ters being caused. We can vote to return the 
United States to the company of nations that 
is working to reduce greenhouse gas emis-
sions in accordance with the Paris Agreement 
of 2015. I support H.R. 9, the Climate Action 
Now Act. 

There are those who argue it is too expen-
sive to lower carbon pollution of our planet’s 
atmosphere. I point to the disaster supple-
mental appropriation bills this House will take 
up shortly and previously passed in January. 
If we are willing to spend billions to repair the 
impact of climate change on communities 
around our nation, should we not be willing to 
spend to prevent that damage in the first 
place? Would that not be wise? 

I make this plea especially for people in the 
Marianas and other Pacific islands. We are in-
creasingly battered by storms. As sea levels 
rise, our islands are disappearing. And the 
coral reefs that protect our coasts and give us 
nourishment are dying before our eyes. 

We are the front line of the consequences, 
yet had little to do with the decades of carbon 
pollution that are causing this destruction. 
Nevertheless, we in the islands are willing to 
transform, just as our nation as a whole must 
transform to reduce carbon emissions and 
protect our safety in the decades ahead. 

A yes vote on H.R. 9 is an important first 
step. 

The Acting CHAIR. All time for gen-
eral debate has expired. 

Pursuant to the rule, the bill shall be 
considered for amendment under the 5- 
minute rule and shall be considered as 
read. 

The text of the bill is as follows: 
H.R. 9 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Climate Ac-
tion Now Act’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress finds the following: 
(1) In Paris, on December 12, 2015, parties 

to the United Nations Framework Conven-
tion on Climate Change (UNFCCC) reached a 
landmark agreement to combat climate 
change and to accelerate and intensify the 
actions and investments needed for a sus-
tainable low carbon future. 

(2) The Paris Agreement’s central aim is to 
strengthen the global response to the threat 
of climate change by keeping a global tem-
perature rise well below 2 degrees Celsius 
above pre-industrial levels and to pursue ef-
forts to limit the temperature increase even 
further to 1.5 degrees Celsius. 

(3) The Paris Agreement requires all par-
ties to put forward their best efforts through 
nationally determined contributions (NDCs) 
and to strengthen these efforts in the years 
ahead. 

(4) The Paris Agreement further requires 
each party to update its nationally deter-
mined contribution every 5 years, with each 
successive nationally determined contribu-
tion representing a progression beyond the 
previous nationally determined contribu-
tion, and reflecting the party’s highest pos-
sible ambition. 

(5) The United States communicated its 
nationally determined contribution to 

achieve an economy-wide target of reducing 
its greenhouse gas emissions by 26 to 28 per-
cent below its 2005 level in 2025 and to make 
best efforts to reduce its emissions by 28 per-
cent. 

(6) A number of existing laws, regulations, 
and other mandatory measures in the United 
States are relevant to achieving this target, 
including the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. 7401 et 
seq.), the Energy Policy Act of 1992 (Public 
Law 102–486), and the Energy Independence 
and Security Act of 2007 (Public Law 110–140). 

(7) On June 1, 2017, President Trump an-
nounced his intention to withdraw the 
United States from the Paris Agreement, 
which would leave the United States as the 
only UNFCCC member state that is not a 
signatory to the Paris Agreement. 

(8) Under the terms of the Paris Agree-
ment, the earliest possible effective with-
drawal date by the United States is Novem-
ber 4, 2020. However, the United States is 
still obligated to maintain certain commit-
ments under the Paris Agreement, such as 
continuing to report its emissions to the 
United Nations. 
SEC. 3. PROHIBITION ON USE OF FUNDS TO AD-

VANCE THE WITHDRAWAL OF THE 
UNITED STATES FROM THE PARIS 
AGREEMENT. 

Notwithstanding any other provision of 
law, no funds are authorized to be appro-
priated, obligated, or expended to take any 
action to advance the withdrawal of the 
United States from the Paris Agreement. 
SEC. 4. PLAN FOR THE UNITED STATES TO MEET 

ITS NATIONALLY DETERMINED CON-
TRIBUTION UNDER THE PARIS 
AGREEMENT. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the President shall develop and submit to 
the appropriate congressional committees 
and make available to the public a plan for 
the United States to meet its nationally de-
termined contribution under the Paris 
Agreement that describes— 

(1) how the United States will achieve an 
economy-wide target of reducing its green-
house gas emissions by 26 to 28 percent below 
its 2005 level by 2025; and 

(2) how the United States will use the 
Paris Agreement’s transparency provisions 
to confirm that other parties to the Agree-
ment with major economies are fulfilling 
their announced contributions to the Agree-
ment. 

(b) UPDATES TO PLAN.—Not later than one 
year after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, and annually thereafter, the President 
shall submit to the appropriate congres-
sional committees and make available to the 
public an updated plan under subsection (a). 

(c) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES DEFINED.—In this section, the term 
‘‘appropriate congressional committees’’ 
means— 

(1) the Committee on Foreign Affairs and 
the Committee on Energy and Commerce of 
the House of Representatives; and 

(2) the Committee on Foreign Relations, 
the Committee on Environment and Public 
Works, and the Committee on Energy and 
Natural Resources of the Senate. 
SEC. 5. PARIS AGREEMENT DEFINED. 

In this Act, the term ‘‘Paris Agreement’’ 
means the decision by the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change’s 
21st Conference of Parties in Paris, France, 
adopted December 12, 2015. 

The Acting CHAIR. No amendment 
to the bill shall be in order except 
those printed in House Report 116–42. 
Each such amendment may be offered 
only in the order printed in the report, 
by a Member designated in the report, 
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